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Request for Proposals (RFP) 
MECHANICALLY ASSISTED COMPACT SHELVING SYSTEM 
 

Guide to Electronic Proposal Submissions 

 
1.  Introduction To BizNet  

It is now a requirement of Department of Administrative Services (DAS)/Procurement Division that all Companies 
create a Business Network (BizNet) Account and add their company profiles to the State of Connecticut BizNet 
system.  Companies are responsible for maintaining and updating company information in their BizNet Accounts as 
updates occur.  Companies that have been certified through the Supplier Diversity or the Pre-Qualification Program 
have already created a BizNet account. 
 
The BizNet login is: https://www.biznet.ct.gov/AccountMaint/Login.aspx 
 
New Companies:  Create an account by clicking the BizNet login link above and then the button on the right labeled 
“Create New Account”.  Login and select Doing Business with the State and Company Information.  Please be sure to 
complete information in all tabs (Company Information, Accounts, Address, etc.). 
 
Existing Companies Needing to Update Their Information: Login to BizNet and select Doing Business with the State 
and Company Information. 
 
Anyone having difficulty connecting to their account or downloading or uploading forms should call 
DAS/Procurement Division at 860-713-5095. 
 

2.  Business Friendly Legislation 

As a result of Public Act 11-229, DAS/Procurement Division’s goal is to make doing business with the State of 
Connecticut more business friendly.  To eliminate redundancy, forms that were repetitively filled out with each 
request for proposal are being automated in BizNet. 
 
DAS/Procurement Division began the transition to on-line bidding by automating the submission of Affidavits and 
Non-Discrimination forms on October 1, 2011.  Companies must submit forms electronically to their BizNet account 
if they haven’t already done so.  These forms must be updated on an annual basis, no later than 30 days after the 
effective date of any material change.  Rather than completing them with each proposal submittal, companies that 
have already filed these forms have the ability to view, verify and update their information prior to submitting a 
proposal response. 
 
Instructions for Uploading Affidavits and Non-Discrimination Forms: 
Click on the following link for instructions on how to upload Affidavits and Non-Discrimination forms: 
http://das.ct.gov/images/1090/Upload%20Instructions.pdf 
 
(a)  AFFIDAVITS 

https://www.biznet.ct.gov/AccountMaint/Login.aspx
http://das.ct.gov/images/1090/Upload%20Instructions.pdf
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THE FOLLOWING FORMS MUST BE SIGNED, DATED, NOTARIZED, UPLOADED OR UPDATED ON BIZNET.  TO 
OBTAIN A COPY OF THESE FORMS, YOU MUST LOGIN INTO BIZNET AND FOLLOW THE INSTRUCTIONS LISTED 
ABOVE. 
 

(1)  OPM Ethics Form 1 – Gift & Campaign Contribution Certification 
(2)  OPM Ethics Form 5 – Consulting Agreement Affidavit 
(3)  OPM Ethics Form 6 – Affirmation of Receipt of State Ethics Laws Summary 
(4) OPM Ethics Form 7 – Iran Certification 

For information regarding these forms, please access the Office of Policy & Management’s website by clicking on the 
following link:   http://www.ct.gov/opm/cwp/view.asp?a=2982&q=386038 
 

(b)  NON-DISCRIMINATION –  

CHOOSE ONE (1) FORM THAT APPLIES TO YOUR BUSINESS.  COMPLETE AND UPLOAD OR UPDATE ON BIZNET 
ANNUALLY.  TO OBTAIN A COPY OF THESE FORMS, YOU MUST LOGIN INTO BIZNET AND FOLLOW THE 
INSTRUCTIONS LISTED ABOVE. 
 

(1)  Form A – Representation by Individual    (Regardless of Value) 
(2)  Form B – Representation by Entity    (Valued at $50,000 or less) 
(3)  Form C – Affidavit by Entity (RECOMMENDED) (Valued at $50,000 or more)  
(4)  Form D – New Resolution by Entity 
(5)  Form E – Prior Resolution by Entity  

For information regarding these forms and on which form your company should complete, please access the Office 
of Policy & Management’s website by clicking following link:   
http://www.ct.gov/opm/cwp/view.asp?a=2982&q=390928&opmNav_GID=1806 

 
3.  Online Proposal Responses 

Any proposal posted by DAS/Procurement Division must be submitted electronically.  The common forms listed 
below have also been automated in the BizNet system.  In addition, specific forms are now fillable, as noted below.  
To complete forms; download them from your BizNet account, complete your submittal response, and then upload 
these completed documents (as well as any other required submittal documents) through BizNet prior to date and 
time upon which the Proposal is due pursuant to the RFP.  Late submissions will not be accepted.  All proposals 
response submitted must be e-signed.  Proposals that are not e-signed are not received by DAS/Procurement and 
cannot be viewed or considered.  If any required documents have not been uploaded, the system will not allow you 
to e-sign.  After successful e-signature, Proposers will get a confirmation that their proposal has been successfully 
submitted.  If you do not receive this electronic confirmation, please contact DAS/Procurement at 860-713-5095.  
Proposals are not publicly opened and are not available for viewing until after the Contract has been awarded. 
 

• Contractor Information/Electronic Signature Page  – Web Based fillable Form 
• Employment Information Form (DAS-45) – Web Based fillable Form 
• Statement of Qualifications (DAS-14) – PDF Fillable Form 
• Connecticut Economic Impact Form (DAS-46) – Web Based fillable Form 
• Contract Exhibit B – Price Schedule (RFP-16) 
• RFP Addendum (RFP-18) – if applicable 

http://www.ct.gov/opm/cwp/view.asp?a=2982&q=386038
http://www.ct.gov/opm/cwp/view.asp?a=2982&q=390928&opmNav_GID=1806
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Additional forms such as those listed below must be reviewed carefully and accepted by the proposer prior to 
proposal submittal: 
 

• Standard Terms and Conditions (RFP-19) 
• Request for Proposal Document (RFP-22) 
• Request for Proposal Contract (RFP-50) 
• Contract Exhibit A – Description of Goods & Services and Additional Terms & Conditions 
• Contract Exhibit C – SEEC Form 11 

 
4.  Insurance Accord Certificates  

 
Contractors are responsible for maintaining their BizNet accounts with new and/or updated insurance information. 
 
The following documentation will need to be uploaded to each company’s BizNet account and evidencing that the 
State is an additional insured: 
 

(a)  Certificate of Insurance (Accord Form) 
(b)  The insurance policy declaration page 
(c)  The additional insured endorsement to the policy 

  
Training documentation relating to the completion of the above-reference forms is available through the DAS 
Website under “DAS Business Friendly Initiatives” at the following website:  http://portal.ct.gov/DAS/Search-
Results?SearchKeyword=insurance instructions 

 
Proposers are cautioned that there may be additional documents, attachments or requirements depending on the 
complexity of the RFP.  Please read ALL RFP documents carefully and provide all required information.  Failure to do so 
may result in rejection of your proposal.   
 
 

Overview 

The State of Connecticut Department of Administrative Services (“DAS”) is issuing this Request for Proposal to solicit 
proposals for the purchase of a MECHANICALLY ASSISTED COMPACT SHELVING SYSTEM to be installed and includes the 
dismantling of existing shelving for Connecticut State Library's off-site Storage Facility at 75 Van Block Ave. in Hartford, CT.   
The area of the storage facility in which the compact shelving will be installed currently contains (1) section of fixed shelving.   
Proposal shall maintain the orientation of the shelving now in place, and conform to all applicable codes and meet the 
definition of open frame multiple rack storage per Appendix A of Factory Mutual Global Data Sheet 8-9.   The area of the 
installation is approximately 672 inches x 627 inches.  
 
This RFP contains a mandatory pre-proposal meeting requirement.   
Attachment 2 - Description of Goods & Services Specifications and Additional Terms and Conditions  
 

http://portal.ct.gov/DAS/Search-Results?SearchKeyword=insurance%20instructions
http://portal.ct.gov/DAS/Search-Results?SearchKeyword=insurance%20instructions
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Instructions to Proposers 

1.  Proposal Schedule 

RELEASE OF RFP: Date:   20 July 2018 
   
MANDATORY PRE-PROPOSAL MEETING AND SITE 
INSPECTION: 

Date:   3 August 2018 at 10:00 am Eastern Time 

 Location:  75 Van Block Avenue, Hartford, CT  
 
Please park at no charge in the 
gated lot to the left of the 
building.  If the gate is closed when 
you arrive, press the NEC intercom 
button to request access.  Enter the 
building at the ramped side entrance 
located near the front of the parking 
lot.  For directions, see:  
http://ctstatelibrary.org/about/hours-
and-locations/van-block/ 

 
RECEIPT OF QUESTIONS:  Date:   7 August 2018, by noon Eastern Time 
 
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS POSTED AS ADDENDUM: Date:   10 August 2018 

  
RFP DUE DATE: Date: 22 August 2018 at 2:00 pm Eastern 

Time 
 

2. Pre-Proposal Meeting Requirements 
 
This RFP contains a Mandatory pre-proposal meeting requirement.  Proposers who are interested in responding to 
this RFP must attend the meeting at the specified date/location listed above. 
 
NOTE: Late Arrivals (15 minutes or more) will not be given credit for attendance nor allowed to participate in the RFP 
process.  Vendors will not be admitted to state buildings without a valid photo ID.  Failure to attend this meeting will 
result in the rejection of your RFP. 
   

3.  Questions 
 
Questions for the purpose of clarifying this RFP must be received no later than the date and time specified in Section 
1, “Proposal Schedule” and must be directed to the Contract Specialist, Jill Belisle via email:  jill.belisle@ct.gov. 

http://ctstatelibrary.org/about/hours-and-locations/van-block/
http://ctstatelibrary.org/about/hours-and-locations/van-block/
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4.  Communications 

During the period from your organization’s receipt of this Request for Proposal, and until a contract is awarded, your 
organization shall not contact any employee of the State of Connecticut concerning this procurement except in 
writing directed to the Contract Specialist, Jill Belisle via email:  jill.belisle@ct.gov. 

5.  Solicitation Submission 

Solicitations shall be submitted online by the RFP due date and time only.  Proposers shall upload their solicitation 
submission to their BizNet Account.   

 
 

Description of Goods & Services Specifications and Additional Terms & Conditions 

1. DESCRIPTION OF GOODS AND SERVICES: 
 

        Mobile Carriages and Shelving requirements: 
 

• Mobile carriages must have a load-bearing of 1,000 minimum pound per linear foot of carriage length. 
• No fasteners that can loosen or break. 
• Shelving must attain a structural deflection of L/320. 
• Each shelf must be approximately 42 inches wide, 32 inches deep and 12 inches high to allow storage of six (6) 

boxes where each box is 12 inches wide x 15 inches deep x 10 inches high.   
• Each shelf must be accessible from both sides, so each side of the shelf shall hold three (3) boxes. 
• Grated shelving is required to meet the definition of open frame multiple rack storage per Appendix A (pages 64-

75) of Factory Mutual Global Data Sheet 8-9.  Shelving must be a minimum of 70% uniformly open and provide 
adequate unobstructed transverse flue spaces per the definition of open frame multiple rack storage.  Solid 
shelving and canopies will not be accepted. 

• Finishes on shelf must be stable, inert, chemically resistant and unable to off-gas harmful chemicals. 
 
Mobile Carriage Security: 
 
• Must include a floor locking system with separate keys to lock the entire area of compact shelving.   
• The locks must be of a metal or similar finish.  Locks cannot be fabricated with any product that would off-gas 

which would harm the unique one of a kind historical paper records stored in the facility. 
• The existing sections of the compact shelving shall be retro-fitted with a floor locking system with separate keys 

to lock the entire area of compact shelving. 
• The existing sections of compact shelving will need a total of 4 locks – 1 per each at the following section row 

numbers: 103, 130, 203, and 230. 
• New and existing sections of fixed and compact shelving shall be fitted with metal panels and end metal panels 

to restrict the removal of boxes from adjacent openings. 
• The panels shall be metal with a finish similar to the existing shelving color. 
• Metal panels must be stable, inert, chemically resistant and unable to off-gas harmful chemicals. 
• The metal panel dimensions and total quantities needed for each size are listed below. 
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Dimension (height by width in inches) Quantity 

84 x 28 1 
96 x 31.75 33 
96 x 40 1 
96 x 41.75 6 

 
 
 
 

 
          Mobile Carriage Fire Protection: 
 

• Shelving must meet the definition of open frame multiple rack storage per Appendix A (pages 64-75) of Factory 
Mutual Global Data Sheet 8-9. 

• Shelving in proximity to sprinkler heads must be installed to meet the clearance requirements of 18" or greater 
between the deflector and the top of the storage as required by NFPA 13 2010 edition sec. 8.5.6.1 as adopted by 
the 2009 Amendment to the 2005 Connecticut State Fire Safety Code, effective August 1, 2009. 

 
• FM Global Risk Report 15-06-001 recommends: 

o Compact shelving “should be subdivided and movable racks shall be positioned in such a way as to allow 
water penetration in between to ensure that a potential fire is contained.” 

o Existing middle double fixed shelves shall include a vertical metal panel to create a fire break between 
sub-sections of mobile carriages. 

o The vertical metal panel fire break shall be installed along the entire column line/center line of the 
existing shelving between the following rows: 029 & 030, 218 & 217, and 118 & 117. 

o Draft curtains as detailed in the recommendations are not a part of this project 
 

Installation of the Rail and Floor System: 
 
• Contractor shall install Level Rock brand floor underlayment 3500 and Commercial Grade Vinyl Composition 

Tiles (VCT) to match existing VCT tiles or similar.  Wood flooring will not be accepted. 
 

Installation of Ramp: 
 

• A ramp shall be provided at the front of the assembly to allow for a smooth transition from the main floor 
onto the deck.   

• The ramp shall not extend past the front of the units into the main access aisle.   
• Finished floor and floor covering shall create a flush surface with the top of the track. 

 
 

(a) Drawings: 
 

Drawings shall show fabrication, assembly, and installation details including descriptions of procedures and diagrams at 
no additional charge. 
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(b) Pricing: 
 
Contractor shall itemize pricing by component and include all specified products.  Pricing shall include F.O.B., Client 
Agency designated destination, installation, labor, clean up and removal of all packaging material from the project site.  
 
(c)              Delivery: 
 
Contractor shall deliver Goods in first-class condition at the point of delivery, and in accordance with good commercial 
practice.   
 
 
(d)    Installation: 
 
Installation is to be performed by factory trained, authorized personnel, in strict accordance with approved 
manufacture’s assembly and installation instructions. 
 
 
(e)     Catalog/Literature 
 
Contractor shall provide complete descriptive catalog/ literature for this project.   
 
(e)   Guarantee/Warranty: 
 
 Contractor guarantees that all Goods offered are standard new, latest model of regular stock products with all parts 
included which are regularly used for the type of product offered; also that no attachment or part of the Goods has been 
substituted or applied contrary to the manufacturer’s recommendations and standard practice.  Contractor shall provide, 
at minimum guarantee against faulty material and workmanship from the date of installation through the standard 
manufacturer warranty.  Defects related to safety or causing interruption in operation must be corrected within 
48 hours of notification by the Client Agency.  Defects not related to safety or causing interruption in operation 
must be corrected within 10 working days of notification by the Client Agency. 

   
 

 (f)   Letter of Authorizations/Certification: 
 
Proposals submitted by other than the manufacturer shall be accompanied by a letter from the manufacturer that they 
are authorized to sell and service their product to the State of Connecticut.  Failure to submit letter of authorization, with 
proposal, may result in rejection of proposal.   Letter will be dated no less than three (3) months before RFP submission 
date. 

 
2. ADDITIONAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS: 

 
(a) Contract Separately/Additional Savings Opportunities 

 
DAS reserves the right to either seek additional discounts from the Contractor or to contract separately for a single 
purchase, if in the judgment of DAS, the quantity required is sufficiently large,  to enable the State to realize a cost 
savings, over and above the prices set forth in Exhibit B, whether or not such a savings actually occurs. 

 
(b) Subcontractors 
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DAS must approve any and all subcontractors utilized by the Contractor prior to any such subcontractor commencing any 
work.  Contractor acknowledges that any work provided under the Contract to any state entity is work conducted on 
behalf of the State and that the Commissioner of DAS or his/her designee may communicate directly with any 
subcontractor as the State deems to be necessary or appropriate.  Contractor shall be responsible for all payment of fees 
charged by the subcontractor(s).  A performance evaluation of any subcontractor shall be provided promptly by the 
Contractor to DAS upon request.   

 

(c) Prevailing Wages 
 

Some or all of the Performance may be subject to prevailing wages.  Accordingly, the following provision is included in 
this Contract in accordance with the requirements of Conn. Gen. Stat. Sec. 31-53(a):  

 
The wages paid on an hourly basis to any person performing the work of any mechanic, laborer or worker on the work 
herein contracted to be done and the amount of payment or contribution paid or payable on behalf of each such person 
to any employee welfare fund, as defined in subsection (i) of this section, shall be at a rate equal to the rate customary or 
prevailing for the same work in the same trade or occupation in the town in which such public works project is being 
constructed.   Any Contractor who is not obligated by agreement to make payment or contribution on behalf of such 
persons to any such employee welfare fund shall pay to each mechanic, laborer or worker as part of such person's wages 
the amount of payment or contribution for such person's classification on each pay day. 

 
(d) Standard Wages 

 
Contractors shall comply with all provisions of Connecticut General Statues 31-57f, Standard Wage Rates for Certain 
Service Workers and shall pay wages in accordance with the current wage rates provided by the Department of Labor.  
Information regarding this Statute and how and when it applies can be obtained from DOL’s web site at 
http://www.ctdol.state.ct.us/wgwkstnd/standardwage.htm .  Questions concerning the provisions and implementation 
of this act should be referred to the Connecticut Department of Labor, Wage and Workplace Standards Division, 200 
Folly Brook Blvd., Wethersfield, CT 06109-1114 (860) 263-6790 or his designated representative.  A link to the Standard 
Wages is provided below. 

 
 Standard Wages:  http://www.ctdol.state.ct.us/wgwkstnd/prevailing-rates/service/rates-service.htm 

 
(e) Security and/or Property Entrance Policies and Procedures 

 
Contractor shall adhere to established security and/or property entrance policies and procedures for each requesting 
Client Agency.  It is the responsibility of each Contractor to understand and adhere to those policies and procedures prior 
to any attempt to enter any Client Agency premises for the purpose of carrying out the scope of work described in this 
Contract. 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.ctdol.state.ct.us/wgwkstnd/standardwage.htm
http://www.ctdol.state.ct.us/wgwkstnd/prevailing-rates/service/rates-service.htm
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Proposal Requirements 

1. Contract Period 
 
The State intends that this contract shall be in effect for a period of 1 year, from State Earliest Delivery Date.   
The parties, by mutual agreement, may extend this Contract for additional terms beyond the original term, prior to 
Termination or expiration, one or more times for a combined total period not to exceed the complete length of the 
original term, but only in accordance with the section in this Contract concerning Contract Amendments. 
 

2. Motor Carrier Safety Review   
 
If the Performance requires the use and operation of any commercial motor vehicle, as defined in section 14-1 or 
any vehicle defined in section 14-163c(a) of the Connecticut General Statutes, each proposer or bidder whose 
submittal is not rejected will be the subject of a Safety Fitness Review  (“SFR”) conducted by the Connecticut 
Department of Motor Vehicles ("CTDMV").   
 
If the SFR results in a rating for the proposer or bidder that exceeds the acceptable out of service rating as set forth 
at http://www.ct.gov/dmv/cwp/view.asp?a=804&q=512530&dmvPNavCtr=|#55445, then the affected proposer or 
bidder will be deemed to be not responsible and their submittal will be rejected. 
 
Please include your Federal DOT ID number where specified in Exhibit B.  If you do not include the number in Exhibit 
B and then fail to provide it subsequently when and as asked, your submittal will be rejected. 
 
Further information concerning the SFR may be obtained from CTDMV at: 
http://www.ct.gov/dmv/cwp/view.asp?a=804&q=512530&dmvPNavCtr=|#55445 
 

3. Brand Name Specifications and/or References 
 

The use of the name of a manufacturer or of any particular make, model or brand in describing an item does not 
restrict proposers to that manufacturer or specific article unless limited by the term "no substitute".  However, the 
article being offered must be of such character and quality so that it will serve the purpose for which it is to be used 
equally as well as that specified, and the proposer shall warrant to the State that it is fit for that purpose.  RFPs on 
comparable items must clearly state the exact article being offered including any and all applicable options and the 
proposer shall furnish such other information concerning the article being offered as will be helpful in evaluating its 
acceptability for the purpose intended.  If the proposer does not indicate that the article offered is other than as 
specified, it will be understood that the proposer is offering the article exactly as specified.  Proposers must submit 
complete documentation on the specifications and quality levels of the proposed products.  RFPs submitted that do 
not contain this documentation are subject to rejection. 
 

4. Stability of Proposed Prices 
 
Any price offerings from proposers must be valid for a period of 120 days from the due date of the proposals.  

5. Amendment or Cancellation of the RFP 
 
DAS reserves the right to cancel, amend, modify or otherwise change this RFP at any time if it deems it to be in the 
best interest of the State to do so. 

http://www.ct.gov/dmv/cwp/view.asp?a=804&q=512530&dmvPNavCtr=|#55445
http://www.ct.gov/dmv/cwp/view.asp?a=804&q=512530&dmvPNavCtr=|#55445
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6. Proposal Modifications 
 
No additions or changes to any proposal will be allowed after the proposal due date, unless such modification is 
specifically requested by DAS.  DAS, at its option, may seek proposer retraction and/or clarification of any 
discrepancy or contradiction found during its review of proposals.  

7. Proposer Presentation of Supporting Evidence 
 
Proposers must be prepared to provide any evidence of experience, performance, ability, and/or financial surety 
that DAS deems to be necessary or appropriate to fully establish the performance capabilities represented in their 
proposals. 

8.  Proposer Demonstration of Proposed Services and or Products 
 
At the discretion of DAS, proposers must be able to confirm their ability to provide all proposed services.  Any 
required confirmation must be provided at a site approved by DAS and without cost to the State. 

9. Erroneous Awards 
 
DAS reserves the right to correct inaccurate awards. 

10. Proposal Expenses 
 
Proposers are responsible for all costs and expenses incurred in the preparation of proposals and for any subsequent 
work on the proposal that is required by DAS. 

11. Ownership of Proposals 
 
All proposals shall become the sole property of the State and will not be returned. 

12. Ownership of Subsequent Products 
 
Any product, whether acceptable or unacceptable, developed under a contract awarded as a result of this RFP shall 
be the sole property of the State unless otherwise stated in the contract. 

13. Oral Agreement or Arrangements 
 
Any alleged oral agreements or arrangements made by proposers with any State agency or employee will be 
disregarded in any State proposal evaluation or associated award. 
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Selection Criteria 

A selection committee will review and score all proposals.  The following information, in addition to the requirements, 
terms and conditions identified throughout this RFP Document, will be considered as part of the Selection process and 
are listed in order of relative importance.    
 
 
1.   Applicable Content 
2.   Value 
3.  Account Management 
4.  Business Information 
 

 

DAS may award by individual item, group of items, or the entirety of all items.  DAS may also reject any and all RFPs in 
whole or in part, and waive minor irregularities and omissions if the best interest of the state will be served. 
Attach 3 - Submittal  
 

Refer to Attachment 2 – Submittal Requirements.  

 
Attachment 2 will be used during the evaluation process to determine if the proposer meets the qualifications 
set forth in this RFP.  
 
Attachment 2 must be completed by the proposer or your company’s proposal will be automatically rejected.  
 

Attachment 1 - Sample Contract 

This RFP is not a contract and, alone, shall not be interpreted as such.  Rather, this RFP only serves as the instrument 
through which proposals are solicited.  The State will pursue negotiations with the proposer whose proposal scores 
highest.  If, for whatever reason, DAS and the initial proposer fail to reach consensus on the issues relative to a contract, 
then DAS may commence contract negotiations with other proposers.  DAS may decide at any time to suspend the 
current RFP process and start the RFP process again. 

Attachment 1 to this RFP is a draft contract and it is included in this RFP for informational purposes only in order to show 
some contract provisions that the State of Connecticut requires.  It is not intended to, and will not, be the specific 
contract that the State and the successful vendor(s) will sign.  After DAS selects a vendor, DAS will deliver a draft contract 
to the vendor for consideration and negotiation. The contract that DAS and the successful vendor will sign may vary from 
Attachment 1.  The contract may include a liquidated damages clause at the discretion of the State. 
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